Summoning the Twelve, he gave them power and authority over all the demons and to heal diseases.
Then he sent them to proclaim the Ringdom of God and to heal the sick,

“Take nothing for the road,” he told them,
“no staff, no traveling bag, no bread, no money; and don’t take an extra shirt.

Whatever house you enter, stay there and leave from there.

If they do not welcome you, when you leave that town,

shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them.”

So they went out and traveled from village to village,

Death of John the Baptist

Herod the tetrarch heard
about everything that was
going on. He was perplexed,
because some said that John
had been raised from the
dead, some that Elijah had
appeared, and others that
one of the ancient prophets
had risen. “I beheaded
John,” Herod said, “but who
is this I hear such things
about? ” And he wanted to

see him.

proclaiming the good news and healing everywhere.

Seventy-Two Sent Out

Prayer

After this, the Lord

appointed seventy-two
others, and he sent them
ahead of him in pairs to
every town and place where
he himself was about to go.
He told them, “The harvest
is abundant, but the
workers are few. Therefore,
pray to the Lord of the
harvest to send out workers
into his harvest. Now go;
I'm sending you out like
lambs among wolves. Don’t
carry a money-bag,
traveling bag, or sandals;
don’t greet anyone along the
road. Whatever house you
enter, first say, ‘Peace to this
household’ If a person of
peace is there, your peace
will rest on him; but if not,
return

it will to you.

He was praying in a
certain place, and when he
finished, one of his disciples
said to him, “Lord, teach us
to pray, just as John also

taught his disciples”

Meanwhile, a crowd of

many  thousands  came
together, so that they were
trampling on one another.
He began to say to his
disciples first, “Be on your
guard against the leaven of
the Pharisees, which is
hypocrisy. There is nothing
covered that won’t be
uncovered, nothing hidden
that won’t be made known.
Therefore, whatever you
have said in the dark will be
heard in the light, and what
you have whispered in an
ear in private rooms will be
the

proclaimed on

housetops.




When  the  apostles
returned, they reported to
Jesus all that they had done.
He took them along and
withdrew privately to a
called

town Bethsaida.

When the crowds found
out, they followed him. He
welcomed them, spoke to
them about the kingdom of
God, and healed those who

needed healing.

Remain in the same house,
eating and drinking what
they offer, for the worker is
worthy of his wages. Don’t
move from house to house.
When you enter any town,
and they welcome you, eat
the things set before you.
Heal the sick who are there,
and tell them, “The kingdom
of God has come near you!
When you enter any town,
and they don’t welcome
you, go out into its streets
and say, ‘We are wiping off
even the dust of your town
that clings to our feet as a
witness against you. Know

certain: The

this  for
kingdom of God has come
near’ I tell you, on that day
it will be more tolerable for

Sodom than for that town.

“Woe to you, Chorazin!
Woe to you, Bethsaida! For
if the miracles that were
done in you had been done
in Tyre and Sidon, they
would have repented long
ago, sitting in sackcloth and
ashes. But it will be more
tolerable for Tyre and Sidon
at the judgment than for
you. And you, Capernaum,
exalted to

will you be

He said to them,

“Whenever you pray, say,
Father,

your name be honored

as holy.
Your kingdom come.

Give us each day

our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins,

“I say to you, my friends,
don’t fear those who kill the
body, and after that can do
nothing more. But [ will
show you the one to fear:
Fear him who has authority
to throw people into hell
after death. Yes, I say to
you, this is the one to fear!
Aren’t five sparrows sold
for two pennies? Yet not

one of them is forgotten in




Late in the day, the
Twelve approached and said
to him, “Send the crowd
away, so that they can go
the

into surrounding

villages and countryside to

heaven?b No, you will go
down to Hades. Whoever
listens to you listens to me.
Whoever rejects you
rejects me.
And whoever rejects me

rejects the one who

”
sent me.

The seventy-two a

returned with joy, saying,
“Lord, even the demons
submit to us in your name”

He said to them, “I

watched Satan fall from

for we ourselves also forgive
everyone in debt

to us.

And do not bring us into

temptation”

He also said to them,
“Suppose one of you has a
friend and goes to him at
midnight and says to him,
‘Friend,

lend me three

loaves of bread, because a

God’s sight. Indeed, the
hairs of your head are all
counted. Don’t be afraid;
you are worth more than
many sparrows.

“And T say to you, anyone
who  acknowledges me
before others, the Son of
Man will also acknowledge
him before the angels of
God, but whoever denies
me before others will be
denied before the angels of
God. Anyone who speaks a
word against the Son of
Man will be forgiven, but
the one who blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit will
not be forgiven. Whenever
they bring you before
synagogues and rulers and
don’t

authorities, worry

about how you should
defend yourselves or what
you should say. For the
Holy Spirit will teach you at
that very hour what must

be said”

Someone from the crowd
said to him, “Teacher, tell
my brother to divide the
inheritance with me”

“Friend,” he said to him,

“who appointed me a judge




find food and lodging,
because we are in a deserted
place here”

“You give them something
to eat,” he told them.
“We have no more than five
loaves and two fish” they
said, “unless we go and buy
food for all these people”
(For about five thousand

men were there.)

Then he told his disciples,
“Have them sit down in
groups of about fifty each”

They did what he said,
and had them all sit down.
Then he took the five loaves
and the two fish, and
looking up to heaven, he
blessed and broke them. He
kept giving them to the
disciples to set before the
crowd. Everyone ate and
was filled. They picked up

twelve baskets of leftover

pieces.

heaven like lightning. Look,

I have given you the

authority to trample on
snakes and scorpions and
over all the power of the
enemy;e nothing at all will
harm you. However, don’t
rejoice that the spirits
submit to you, but rejoice
that your names are written

in heaven”

friend of mine on a journey
has come to me, and I don’t
have anything to offer him’
Then he will answer from
inside and say, ‘Don’t bother
me! The door is already
locked, and my children and
I have gone to bed. I can’t
get up to give you anything’
I tell you, even though he
won’t get up and give him
anything because he is his
friend, yet because of his
friend’s shameless boldness,
he will get up and give him
as much as he needs.

“So T say to you, ask, and
it will be given to you. Seek,
and you will find. Knock,
and the door will be opened
to you. For everyone who
asks receives, and the one
who seeks finds, and to the
one who knocks, the door
will be opened. What father
among you, if his son asks
for a fish, will give him a
snake instead of a fish? Or if
he asks for an egg, will give
him a scorpion? If you then,
who are evil, know how to
give good gifts to your
children, how much more
will the heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who

ask him? ”

or arbitrator over you? ” He
then told them, “Watch out
and be on guard against all
greed, because one’s life is
not in the abundance of his
possessions”’

Then he told them a
parable:a “A rich man’s land
was very productive. He
thought to himself, ‘What
should I do, since I don’t
have anywhere to store my
crops? 1 will do this, he
said. TIl tear down my
barns and build bigger ones
and store all my grain and
my goods there. Then Tl
say to myself, “You have
many goods stored up for
many years. Take it easy;
eat, drink, and enjoy
yourself””’

“But God said to him,
“You fool! This very night
your life is demanded of
you. And the things you
have prepared — whose will
they be?’

“That’s how it is with
the one who stores up

treasure for himself and is

not rich toward God”




Jesus the Messiah

While he was praying in

private and his disciples
were with him, he asked
them, “Who do the crowds
say that I am? ”

They answered, “John the
Baptist; others, Elijah; still
that of the

others, one

ancient prophets has come
back”

“But you,” he asked them,
“who do you say that T am?”
Peter answered,
“God’s Messiah”

But he strictly warned
and instructed them to tell
this to no one, saying, “It is
necessary that the Son of
Man suffer many things and
be rejected by the elders,
chief priests, and scribes, be
killed,
third day”

Then he said to them all,

and be raised the

“If anyone wants to follow

after me, let him deny
himself, take up his cross
daily, and follow me. For
whoever wants to save his
life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life because of me
will save it. For what does it
benefit someone if he gains

the whole world, and yet

loses or forfeits himself? For

At that time he rejoiced
in the Holy Spirit and said,
“l praise you, Father, Lord
of heaven and earth,
because you have hidden
these things from the wise
and intelligent and revealed
them to infants. Yes, Father,
because this was your good
pleasure. All things have
been entrusted to me by my
Father. No one knows who
the Son is except the Father,
and who the Father is
except the Son, and anyone
to whom the Son desires to
reveal him”

Then turning to his
disciples he said privately,
“Blessed are the eyes that
see the things you see! For |
tell you that many prophets
and kings wanted to see the
things you see but didn’t see
them; to hear the things you

hear but didn’t hear them?”

Now he was driving out
a demon that was mute.
When the demon came out,
the man who had been mute
spoke, and the crowds were
amazed. But some of them
said, “He drives out demons
by Beelzebul, the ruler of
the demons” And others, as
a test, were demanding of
him a sign from heaven.

Knowing their thoughts,

he told them, “Every
kingdom divided against
itself is  headed for
destruction, and a house

divided against itself falls. If

Satana also is divided
against himself, how will his
kingdom stand? For you say
[ drive out demons by
Beelzebul. And if I drive out
demons by Beelzebul, by
whom do your sons drive
them out? For this reason
they will be your judges. If I
drive out demons by the
finger of God, then the
kingdom of God has come
upon you. When a strong
man, fully armed, guards his
estate, his possessions are
secure. But when one
stronger than he attacks and

overpowers him, he takes

Then he said to his
disciples, “Therefore 1 tell
you, don’t worry about your
life, what you will eat; or
about the body, what you
will wear. For life is more
than food and the body
more than clothing.
Consider the ravens: They
don’t sow or reap; they
don’t have a storeroom or a
barn; yet God feeds them.
Aren’t you worth much
more than the birds? Can
any of you add one moment
to his life span by
worrying? If then you’re not
able to do even a little
thing, why worry about the
rest?

the
They

“Consider how

wildflowers  grow:
don’t labor or spin thread.
Yet I tell you, not even
Solomona in all  his
splendor was adorned like
one of these. If that’s how
God clothes the grass,
which is in the field today
into the

and is thrown

furnace tomorrow, how
much more will he do for
you—you of little faith?
Don’t strive for what you

should eat and what you




whoever is ashamed of me
and my words, the Son of
Man will be ashamed of
him when he comes in his
glory and that of the Father
and the holy angels. Truly I
tell you, there are some
standing here who will not
taste death until they see
the kingdom of God”

About eight days after
this conversation, he took
along Peter, John, and
Jamesb and went up on the
mountain to pray. As he
was praying, the appearance
of his face changed, and his
clothes became dazzling
white. Suddenly, two men
were talking with
him — Moses and Elijjah.
They appeared in glory and
were speaking of his
departure, which he was
about to accomplish in
Jerusalem.

Peter and those with him
were in a deep sleep, a and
when they became fully
awake, they saw his glory
and the two men who were
standing with him. As the
two men were departing
from him, Peter said to
Jesus, “Master, it’s good for

us to be here. Let’s set up

from him all his weapons he
trusted in, and divides up
his plunder. Anyone who is
not with me is against me,
and anyone who does not
gather with me scatters.

“When an unclean spirit
comes out of a person, it
roams through waterless
places looking for rest, and
not finding rest, it then says,
TIl go back to my house
that T came from’ Returning,
it finds the house swept and
put in order. Then it goes
and brings seven other
spirits more evil than itself,
and they enter and settle
down there. As a result, that
person’s last condition is
worse than the first”

As he was saying these
things, a woman from the
crowd raised her voice and
said to him, “Blessed is the
womb that bore you and the
one who nursed you! ”

He said, “Rather, blessed are
those who hear the word of
God and keep it”

As the crowds were
increasing, he began saying,
“This generation is an evil
generation. It demands a
sign, but no sign will be

given to it except the sign of

should drink, and don’t be
anxious. For the Gentile
world eagerly seeks all these
things, and your Father
knows that you need them.

“But seek his kingdom,
and these things will be
provided for you. Don’t be
afraid, little flock, because
your Father delights to give
you the kingdom. Sell your
possessions and give to the
poor. Make money-bagsc
for yourselves that won’t
grow old, an inexhaustible
treasured in heaven, where
no thief comes near and no
moth destroys. For where
your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.

“Be ready for service and
have your lamps lit. You are
to be like people waiting for
their master to return from
the wedding banquet so
that when he comes and
knocks, they can open the
door for him at once.
Blessed will be those
servants the master finds
alerta when he comes. Truly
I tell you, he will get ready,
have them recline at the
table, then come and serve
them. If he comes in the

middle of the night, or even




three shelters: one for you,
one for Moses, and one for
Elijah” — not knowing what
he was saying.

While he was saying this,
a cloud appeared and
overshadowed them. They
became afraid as they
entered the cloud. Then a
voice came from the cloud,
saying, “This is my Son, the
Chosen One; listen to him!”
After the voice had spoken,
Jesus was found alone. They
kept silent, and at that time
told no one what they had

seen.

Jonah. For just as Jonah
became a sign to the people
of Nineveh, so also the Son
of Man will be to this
generation. The queen of
the south will rise up at the
judgment with the men of
this generation and
condemn them, because she
came from the ends of the
earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon, and
look — something  greater
than Solomon is here. The
men of Nineveh will stand
up at the judgment with this
generation and condemn it,
because they repented at
Jonah’s  preaching, and
look — something  greater
than Jonah is here.

“No one lights a lamp and
puts it in the cellar or under
a basket, but on a
lampstand, so that those
who come in may see its
light. Your eye is the lamp
of the body. When your eye
is healthy, your whole body
is also full of light. But
when it is bad, your body is
also full of darkness. Take
care, then, that the light in
you is not darkness. If,
therefore, your whole body

is full of light, with no part

near dawn, and finds them
alert, blessed are those
servants. But know this: If
the homeowner had known
at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have
let his house be broken
into. You also be ready,
because the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do

not expect”




of it in darkness, it will be
entirely  illuminated, as
when a lamp shines its light

»
on you.

The next day, when they

came down from the

mountain, a large crowd
met him. Just then a man
from the crowd cried out,
“Teacher, 1 beg you to look
at my son, because he’s my
only child. A spirit seizes
him; suddenly he shrieks,
and it throws him into
convulsions until he foams
at the

mouth; severely

bruising him, it scarcely
ever leaves him. I begged
your disciples to drive it
out, but they couldn’t”

“You

Jesus  replied,

unbelieving and perverse
generation, how long will I
be with you and put up
with you? Bring your son
here”

As the boy was still
approaching, the demon
knocked him down and
into

threw him severe

convulsions.  But  Jesus
rebuked the unclean spirit,
healed the boy, and gave
him back to his father. And

they were all astonished at

Then an expert in the law
stood up to test him, saying,
“Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?”

“What is written in the law?”
he asked him.

“How do you read it?”

He answered, “Love the
Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your
soul, with all your strength,
and with all your mind,
and “your neighbor as
yourself”

“You've answered correctly,”
he told him. “Do this and
you will live”

But wanting to justify
himself, he asked Jesus,
“And who is my neighbor? ”

Jesus took up the question
and said, “A man was going
down from Jerusalem to
Jericho and fell into the
hands of robbers. They
stripped him, beat him up,
and fled, leaving him half
dead. A priest happened to
be going down that road.
When he

saw him, he

passed by on the other side.

As he was speaking, a
Pharisee asked him to dine
with him. So he went in and
reclined at the table. When
the Pharisee saw this, he
was amazed that he did not
first perform the ritual
washing a before dinner.
But the Lord said to him,
“Now you Pharisees clean
the outside of the cup and
dish, but inside you are full
of greed and evil. Fools!
Didn’t he who made the
outside make the inside too?
But give from what is
within to the poor, a and
then everything is clean for
you.

“But woe to you Pharisees!

You give a tenth of mint,
rue, and every kind of herb,

and you bypass justice and

love for God. These things

you should have done
without  neglecting  the
others.

“Woe to you Pharisees!
You love the front seat in

the and

the

synagogues

greetings in

“Lord,” Peter asked, “are
you telling this parable to
us or to everyone? ”

The Lord said, “Who then
is the faithful and sensible
manager his master will put
in charge of his household
servants to give them their
allotted food at the proper
time? Blessed is that servant
the finds

whom master

doing his job when he
comes. Truly I tell you, he
will put him in charge of all
his possessions. But if that
servant says in his heart,
‘My master is delaying his
coming, and starts to beat
the female

male and

servants, and to eat and
drink and get drunk, that
servant’s master will come
on a day he does not expect
him and at an hour he does
not know. He will cut him
to pieces and assign him a
place with the unfaithful
And that servant who knew
his master’s will and didn’t
prepare himself or do it will

be severely beaten. But the




the greatness of God.

While everyone was
amazed at all the things he
was doing, he told his
disciples, “Let these words
sink in: The Son of Man is
about to be betrayed into
the hands of men”

But they did not
understand this statement;
it was concealed from them
so that they could not grasp
it, and they were afraid to
ask him about it.

An argument started
among them about who was
the greatest of them. But
Jesus, knowing their inner
thoughts, a took a little
child and had him stand
next to him. He told them,
“Whoever

child

welcomes  this

little in my name

welcomes me. And whoever

welcomes me welcomes him

who sent me. For whoever

is least among you — this
. »

one is great!

John responded, “Master,
we saw someone driving
out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him
because he does not follow

»
us.

“Don’t stop him,”

Jesus told him,

In the same way, a Levite,
when he arrived at the place
and saw him, passed by on
the other side. But a
Samaritana on his journey
came up to him, and when
he saw the man, he had
compassion. He went over
to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on olive
oil and wine. Then he put
him on his own animal,
brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. The next
day he took out two denarii,
gave them to the innkeeper,
and said, ‘Take care of him.
When I come back Tl
reimburse you for whatever
extra you spend’

“Which of these three do
you think proved to be a
neighbor to the man who
fell into the hands of the
robbers? ”

“The one who showed
mercy to him, ” he said.

Then Jesus told him,

“Go and do the same”

marketplaces.

“Woe to youl!
You are like wunmarked
graves; the people who walk
over them don’t know it

One of the experts in the
law answered him, “Teacher,
when you say these things
you insult us too”

Then he said, “Woe also
to you experts in the law!
You load people with
burdens that are hard to

and  yet

carry, you
yourselves don’t touch these
burdens with one of your

fingers.

one who did not know and

did what deserved
punishment will receive a
From

light beating.

everyone who has been
given much, much will be
required; and from the one
who has been entrusted
with much, even more will

be expected.




“because whoever is not

against you is for you”

When the days were
coming to a close for him to
be taken up, he determined
to journey to Jerusalem. He
sent messengers ahead of
himself, and on the way
they entered a village of the
Samaritans to make
preparations for him. But
they did not welcome him,
because he determined to
journey to Jerusalem. When
the disciples James and John
saw this, they said, “Lord,
do you want us to call
down fire from heaven to
consume them? ”

But he turned and rebuked
them,

and they went to

another village.

While they were traveling,

he entered a village, and a

woman named Martha
welcomed him into her
home. She had a sister

named Mary, who also sat
at the Lord’s feet and was
listening to what he said.
But Martha was distracted
by her many tasks, and she
came up and asked, “Lord,
don’t you care that my
sister has left me to serve

alone? So tell her to give me

a hand?”

“Woe to you! You build
tombs for the prophets, and
your fathers killed them.
Therefore, you are witnesses
that you approve the deeds
of your fathers, for they
killed them, and you build
their monuments. Because
of this, the wisdom of God
said, ‘I will send them
prophets and apostles, and
some of them they will kill
and persecute,c so that this
generation may be held
responsible for the blood of
all the prophets shed since
the foundation of the world
— from the blood of Abel
to the blood of Zechariah,
who perished between the
altar and the sanctuary.

“Yes, 1 tell you, this
generation will be held
responsible.

“Woe to you experts in
the law! You have taken
away the key to knowledge.
You didn’t go in yourselves,

and you hindered those who

were trying to go in”

“I came to bring fire on
the earth, and how I wish it

were already set ablaze! But

I have a Dbaptism to
undergo, and how it
consumes me until it is

finished! Do you think that
I came here to bring peace
on the earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division. From
now on, five in one
household will be divided:
three against two, and two
against three.
They will be divided,
father against son,
son against father,
mother against daughter,
daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law,

and daughter-in-law against

mother-in-law”

He also said to the crowds,
“When you see a cloud
rising in the west, right
away you say, ‘A storm is
coming,’ and so it does. And
when the south wind is
blowing, you say, ‘It’s going

to be hot, and it is.




As they were traveling
on the road someone said to
him, “I will follow you
wherever you go”

Jesus told him, “Foxes
have dens, and birds of the
sky have nests, but the Son
of Man has no place to lay
his head” Then he said to
another, “Follow me”
“Lord,” he said, “first let me

go bury my father”

But he told him,
“Let the dead bury their
own dead, but you go and
spread the of the

kingdom of God”

news

Another said, “I will
follow you, Lord, but first
let me go and say good-bye
to those at my house”

But Jesus said to him,
“No one who puts his hand
to the plow and looks back
is fit for the kingdom of

God”

The Lord answered her,

“Martha, Martha, you are
worried and upset about
many things, but one thing
is necessary. a Mary has
made the right choice, and
it will not be taken away

from her”

When he left there, the

scribes and the Pharisees

began to oppose him

fiercely and to

cross-examine him about

many things; they were
lying in wait for him to trap

him in something he said.

Hypocrites!

You know how to interpret
the appearance of the earth
and the sky,
but why don’t you know
how to interpret this

present time?

“Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right?
As you are going with your adversary to the ruler,
make an effort to settle with fitm on the way.
Then he won’t drag you before the judge,
the judge hand you over to the bailiff,
and the bailiff throw you into prison.
I tell you, you will never get out of there until you have paid the last penny.”
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